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going on in Germany, but cannot summon up the courage to
end it although they have the means in their hands, elude their
responsibilities. Such an attitude, amid so desperate a national
situation as the present, is inexcusable. The public need
induced the army leaders in 1932-33 at least to act incorrectly
and to prepare the way for a coup; the present incomparably
graver situation must release all men from then: oaths, and all
the more so since the present political leaders have often enough
claimed that the vital interests of the nation override all formal
commitments or obligations. One thing is beyond any question:
if the army leaders take no action, they will pass out of
existence as certainly as the other elements of the nation
outside the totalitarian party have done. They must not
imagine that in the totalitarian State they will be of the same
importance as in the past. They will not even continue to
exist, they will not be wanted even as instructors. They will
be swept away with the rest of the old order, to make room
for a new organization of "leaders."
That will mean the unhonoured end of the Prussian and
German armies. Their Generals will themselves have been the
destroyers of the glorious tradition of centuries of German
history. The destruction that not even defeat in the great
world war could effect, the leaders of the army will themselves
have brought about, because, as a whole, they lacked courage
and pluck, resolution and strength of will. The German armies
will come to their end, but not on the battlefields. The Prussian
army will die the craven death of the suicide, because, appa-
rently, the noble and soldierly spirit of its officers has been
quenched. Its place will be taken by a revolutionary mercenary
army with neither past nor future, neither conscience nor
religion.
War in the world of to-day is not only inevitable, it has
come; it is at present in the midst of its first phase. The
permanent war of our day began eight years ago, with the first